etruetn ot the MOIT wicked and ſecret 


murthering of lohn Brewen, Coldſmith of 


London, committed by his owne wife, 


through the prouocation ot one Iohn Parker 
won ſheloned:for which falt ſbe mas burned, 
and he hanged in Smithfield, on wedneſ- 
day, the 28 of lune, 1592. two yeares aſ 
ter the murther was committed. 


Edward White, dxxelling at the little North doore 
of Paules, at the ſigne ofthe Gus, 1592. 
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V The murder of John Brewen Gold. 


ſmnth of London, who through the entiſe- 
| ment ofTohn Parker, was poyſoned of his owne 
wife in eating ameaſſe of Sygerſops. 


e Ov hateſiflathing the ſinne of murder 
bath bene befoꝛe the ſight of the eternall 
7 ©od, the holy Scriptures doe mamifeſt, 
yet from the beginning we map euidently 
=> [ee how buſie the diuell hath beene to pꝛo⸗ 
z uokemen thereunto, in ſo much that when 
a there was but two bzcthzen lining in the 
| A wozld, the onelpe ſonnes of the firſt man 
Adam; hee pꝛouoked the one moſt vnnatu- 
rally to murther the other. And albeit there was none in the 
woꝛld to accuſe Caine fo2 ſo fowle a fac, ſo that in his owne con⸗ 
teit hee might haue walked ſecurely and without blame, yet the 
| blodofthe iuſt Abel tried moſt ſh21il in the eares of the righteous 
; Godfoz vengeance x renenge on the murderer. The Loꝛd therc- 
lone oꝛdayned a Lawe that the cruel t vniuſt blood · header ſhould 
haue his blond tuſtly ſhed again: of which law, although no man is 
 fgnozant,andthat we ſe it put in execution daylie befoze our eyes, 
pet doth the Dinell ſo wozke in the hearts of a number, that with- 
| outreſpect either ofthe feare of God, oꝛ extreame puniſhment in 
this woꝛld they doe notwithſtanding committe moſt hapnous and 
grieuous offences to the great hazard of their ſoules, and the de⸗ 
ſtructions of their bodies on earth, onely thzough Sathans ſug- 
geſtious, as by this example following may euidently be pꝛoued. 
There was of late dwelling in London a p2oper pong woman 
named Anne Welles, which foz her fauour and comely perſonage, 
às alſo in regard of her good behauiour and other commendable 
qualities , was beloned of diners young men, eſpectally of two 
Goldſmithes , which were Batchelcrs, of good friends, and well 
eſtermed fo2 fine woꝛkmanſhip in their trade: The one of them 
was called lohn Brewen, and the other John Parker, who although 
hee was better beloned, yet leaſt deſerued it (as the ſequell 
| hereaftcr will ſhewe) But as the trueſt louers are conumonly 


leaſt regarded, and the plaine meaning man moſt ſcozned of vn- 
A 2 diſcreet 


2 

dffcreete maldens, ſo came it fo paſſe by Brewen, who notwithffan. 
ding his long and earncft lutte, the gifts andfauours which ſhe re⸗ 
ceined was ſtill diſdained and caſt off, albeit he had the god will x 
fauour ot al her friends x kinſfolk:but no man was ſo high in her 
books as Parker: he had her fauours whoſoeuer had her frowns: he 
ſate and ſmiled, when others ſodbed, and tryumphant in the teares 
of the difpolſeſſed. It came topaſſe that this nice maiden had vpon 
a pꝛomiſe betweene them, rettaued of Brewen both golde and ie w⸗ 
els, which he willingly beſto wed vpon her, effeming her the mi⸗ 
ftris and commaundꝛes of bis life, but when he ſaw his ſuite deſpi⸗ 
— and his god will nothing regarded , and ſering no hope of her 
god will and fauour, he determined, that ſeing his ſuite toke no 
effect ; to demaund his golde and icwels againe. And vpona time 
comming vnto her, requeſted that he might haue his giſts againe, 
to whom diſdainfully ſhe made anſwere that he ſhould ſtay foz it: 
and the young man hauing been thus dꝛiuen off longer than hee 
tbought good of, made no moze adoe but areſted her fo2 the tewels, 
The ſtout damſel that had neuer befoze been in the like dann- 
ger, was ſo aſtoniſhed 4 diſinayed, that ſheconcluded on condition 
he would let his Action fal, not to think ener the wozſe ol her al⸗ 

ter ward, to marrie him by a certain day, to make him her huſbav: 
And thts befoze god witnes ſhe vowed to perfozme. Bre wen was 
hereof very toyfull and releaſed his pꝛiſoner on his owne perill be⸗ 
ing not alittle glad of his god ſucceſſe, And thereupon ſo ſone as 
might be, made pꝛeparation foz their mariage, albeit it pzoued the 
woꝛſt bargain that euer he made in his life, Now when Parker vn 
derſtwde of this thing, he was moſt grieuoully vexed, and as one 
hauing derpe intreſt to the poſſeſſion of her perſon , ſtoꝛmed mol 
outragiouſſy, and with bitter ſpeeches ſo taunted and checkt her, 
that ſhe repentedthe pꝛomiſed ſhe made to Brewen , although ſhe 
couldnot any way amend it, neuertheleſſe it kindled ſuch a hatrey 
in her heart againſt her new made choyte, that at length it turned 
to Bre wens death & deſtruction. And this accurſed Parker although 
he was not as then in eſtate tomarrie(notwithſtanding he ere then 
had lien with her and gotten her with child) 4 would neuer let hee 
reſt, but continually v2ged her to make him away by one meantes 
62 other, Diuers and ſundꝛy times had they talke together of that 


matter, and although ſhe often refuſed ta wozk his death, at 


Et 
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2 | 
length the grace of GOD being taken from her, che conſentedby 
his direction to popſon Brewen: after which deede done Parker, 
pꝛomiſed to marrie herſo ſone as poſſibly he could, 

How che had not been maried to Brewen abone thꝛer daves wh# 
the put in pꝛactiſe to poyſon him. And although the honeſt young 
man loued hir tenderly, yet had ſhe tonceiued ſuch deadly hatred a- 
gainſt him, that ſhe lay not with him after the firſt night of her may 


| riage, neither could ſhe abide to be called after his name but ſtill to 


be termed Anne Welles as ſhe was befo2ze : And to excuſe her from 


bis bed, ſhe ſayd ſhe had vowed neuer to lie by htm moꝛe till he had 


gotten her a better houſe. And the moꝛe to ſhadow her trecherie x 
to ſhew the diſcontent ſhe had of his dwelling ſhe lodged neuer a 
night but the firſt in his houſe , but pꝛouided her a lodging neere to 
the place where this graceles Parker dwelt. By this meanes the 
villaine had free acceſſe to pꝛadiſe with her about the murther, who 
was ſo impoꝛtunate and haſtie to haue it done that the wedneſday 
after ſhe was married ſhe wickedly went to effect it, euen accozs 
ding as Parker had befoze ginen direction : which was in this ſo2te. 
The varlet had bought a ſtrong deadly poyſon , whoſe wozking 


was to make ſpedy haſte to the heart without any ſwelling of the 


body 02 other ſigne of out ward confection, This poyſon the wic- 
ked woman ſecretly caried with her to her huſbands houſe , with a 
merp pleaſaunt countenance, and very kindly ſhee aſked her huſ⸗ 
bandhow he did, giuing him the god mozrow in moft courteous 


manner, and aſked it he would haue that colde mozning, a meafſe 


— — — 


of ſuger ſoppes, ( toꝛ it was the weeke befoze ſhꝛouetide) F mary 
with a god will wife ( quoth he) and I take it verie kindly that yon 
will doe ſo much fo2 me, alas huſ hand quoth ſhe if A could nat find 
in my heart to doe ſo ſmall a matter foz you (eſpecially being ſo 
lately married) vou might iuſtly tudge me vnkinde, And ther with⸗ 
all went to make ready his laſt meat, the thing being done, ſhe 
powꝛed out a meaſſe fo2 him, and ſtre wed ſecretly therein part of 


the poyſon, and hauing ſet the poꝛringer downe beſide her while 


the put the poſnet on the fire againe, with her riſing vp from 
the fire, her coat caſt downe that meaſſe which foꝛ her hnſband ſhe 
bad p2epared,out alas quoth ſhe, J hane ſpilt a meaſſe of as god ſu- 


gar ſops as euer J made in my life. Why , quoth herhuſband, ts 


there no mage: Pes, quoth the, — is, two, as good as they 
| 3 92 


4 
02 A willmake them as god, but it greenes me that any god thing 
ſhould ſo vnluckily be caſt away, What woman quoth he? vexnot 
at thematter,your ill lucke goe with them: mary Amen,quoth the, 
ſpeaking God knowes with a wicked thought, though the well 
meaning man thought on no euill. 
But J pzay you Iohn (ſaid ſhe) ſhall I intreate you to fetch mee 
a penny woꝛth of red herrings, fo2 I haue an earneſt deſire to cate 
ſome,that I will quoth he with a good will. This fly ſhift ſhe de⸗ 
uiſed to haue his abſence , that ſhe might the better perfo2me hir 
wicked intent, and by the time he came againe ſhe had made ready 
a meſſe ofſuger ſops fo2 him, one fo2 her ſelfe, and another foꝛ alit- 
tl? boye which ſhe bzonght with her, but her huſbands ſhe had poy⸗ 
ſoned as befoze: when he was come, ſhe gaue her huſband his meſſe, 
and ſhe and the childe fell alſo to eating of theirs. Mithin a pꝛetty 
while after hee had eaten his, hee began to ware very ill about the 
ffomack , feeling alſo a grieuous griping of his in ward partes, 
wherupon he tould his wile he felt himſelfe not well, how ſo quoth 
ſhe yon were well befoze pou went foꝛth, were you not? ves inderd 
was I ſaid he, then he demaunded if ſhe were well, ſhe anſwered J: 
folikewiſe ſaid the childe. Ah quoth her huſband,now J feele my 
felfe ſicke at the veryheart : and immediatlie after he began to vos 
met exceedingly, with ſuch ſtraines as if his lungs would burſt in 
pteces, then he requeſted her to haue him to bed, neuer myſtruſting 
the trecherie w2ought againſt him. Now when it dzew ſomewhat 
late, ſhe tould her huſband ſhe muſt needs goe home to her lodging, 
and when he requeſted her to ſtay with him, ſhe ſaid ſhe could not 
noꝛ would not : And ſo vnnaturally left the poyſoned man all alone 
that whole night longe, without either comfo2t oꝛ companie, All 
that night was he extreame ſicke, woꝛſe and woꝛſe, neuer ceaſing 
vomiting til his intrailes were all ſhꝛunke and bꝛoken within him 
(as is ſince ſuppoſed.) The next moꝛning ſhe came to him againe, 
hauing ben once oꝛ twice ſent foꝛ, but made little ſemblance of ſo2- 
row, and when he quibd her with vnkindnes, foꝛ not ſtaying with 
himone night, ſhe aſked him il he would haue her foꝛſwoꝛne, did A 
not quoth ſhe ſweare J would not ay in the houſe one night, till 
pou had gotten another: well Anne quoth hee, ſtay with mee now, 
fo: Jamnot long to continue in this woꝛld, now God foꝛbid quoth 
ſhe) and with that ſhe made a ſhewe W 
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| beurs, The varlethearing the greatmone ſhce made vnto him 


and then made him a caudle with ſuger and other ſpices,and ſo on 
the thurſday, immedtatly after he had eaten it he dyed, on the Fri- 
day he was buried, No perſon as then ſuſpeding any manner of e- 


ull done to him by his wife, but eſtermed her a very honeſt woman, 


although through her youth, ſhe knew not as then how to hehaue 
her ſelle to her huſband ſo kindely as ſhe ought, which they imputed 
to her ignoꝛance, rather then to any mallice conceaued againſt 
her huſband, Now yon ſhall vnderſtand that within a ſmall ſpace 
after her huſband was dead, ſhe was knowne with child, and ſafely 
delinered: euery ncighbour thinking it had bern her huſbands, al⸗ 
— ſince confefſed it was not, but that child liucd not long 

t dyed. 

The nurder lying thus vneſpyed, who was ſo luſty as Parker N 
with the Widdow,bcing acontinuall reſoꝛter to het houſe, whoſe 
welcome was anſwerable to his deſier. And ſo bould in the end he 
grew with her, that ſhe durſt not denie him any thing he requeffed, 
and became ſo iclious, that had ſhee lokt but merely vpon a man, 
the ſhould haue knowne the p2ice thereof,and haue bought her me- 
rement derely. And vet was he not married vntoher,yea to ſuch 
Caucrie and ſubiection did he bꝛing her, that ſhe muſt runne oz goe 
whereſdeuer he pleaſed to appoint her, held hee vp but his finger at 
any time, if ſhe denied him either money oꝛ whatſoeuer elſe he lifted 
to requeſt, de would ſo haule and pull ber, as was pittie to behold, 
yea and thzeaten to ſtabbe and th2uft her thzough with his dagger, 
did ſho not as he would haue her in all things, ſo that he had her at 
conunandement whenſoener her would, and yet could ſhe ſcant 
pleaſe him with her diligence, In this miſcrable caſe her kept her 


vnmarried foꝛ the ſpace of two peares after her huſband was dead, 


atlength he got her with child againe, which when the woman 
knew,ſhe was carefullfo2 the ſauing of her credit to kepe it vn⸗ 
ſpted ſo long as Fecould, in ſo much that ſhe would not goe foꝛth 


ol her does fo2 feare her neighbours ſhould perceane her great 


bellie. In the meane fpace Parkercomming vnto her, ſhe was vp» 
on one day aboue the reſt moft earneſt with him to marrie her. 


 Bauſee (qutoth ſhee) in what cafe Jam, and if you wil not fo2 your 


owne credit, pet foz my credits ſake marrie me, and ſuffer mee not 
to be a poynting mar ke foz athers,and a ame among mp aeighs 


was 
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was nothing moned therewith , but charliſhly anfwered., Hee 
ſhould not appoint him when to marrie but if J were ſo minded 
(quoth he) J would be twice aduiſed how A did wed with ſach a 


t as thyſelfe,and then reuiled her moſt ſhamefully:where- 
x anſwered ſher had neuer been ſtrumpet but fo2 him, any 
wo — ther (quoth ſhe) that euer A knewe thee, it ts thou and 
no man elſe that can triumph in my ſpoyle, and yet now thou refu- 
ſeſt to make amends foꝛ thy fault: my loue to thee thon haſt ſaffici- 
ently tried, although I neuer found any by ther. Out arrant 
queane(quoth he) thou wouldft marry me to the end thou mightelt 
poyſon me as thou didſt thy huſband, but foz that cauſe A meane to 


kepe me as long out of thy fingers as J can, and accurſt be Jif 1 


truſt the oz hazard my life in thy hands: whp thou arrant beaſt 
(quoth ſhee) what did J then, which thou didit not pzonokeme to 
da, if my huſband were poyſoned,thouknoweſt ( ſhameles as thou 
art) it had neuer been done but fo2 thee, thou gaueſt me the poyſon, 
and after th direction A did miniſter it vnto hun, and woe is me, 
it wasfoz thy ſake A did ſo curſed a dade. Theſe ſpeeches thus 
ſpoken betwene them in vehemencte of ſpirite, was ouer heard of 
ſome that reuealed it tothe maieſtrates, whereupon the woman 
wascarried befaze Alderman Haward to be examined, t the man 
befoze Juſtite Vounge, who ſtode in the dental therof very ſtout⸗ 
1y, neither would the woman confeſſe any thing, till in the ende 
ſh& was made to belæue that Parker had bewzaped the matter, 
Wherenpon the cofeſſed the fact in o2der,as I haue declared, Then 
was ſhe carried into the countrep to be delinered of her childe, and 
after bzought back to pꝛiſon. And then ſhee and Parker were both 
araigned and condemned foz the murder at the ſeſnons hall nere 
newgate,and the woman had iudgement to be burned in Smyth⸗ 
fleld,and the man to bee hanged in the ſame place befoꝛe her eyes. 
Cbis was acco2dingly perfozmed, and they were executed on we⸗ 
denſdap laſf,being the 28. of June 15 9 2. two peares and a halle 
after the murder was committed, The Lo2d giue all men grace by 
theirerample to ſhunne the hatefull ſinne ofmurder,foz be it kept 
neuer ſo cloſe and done neuer ſo ſecret, pet at length the Loꝛde will 
bzing it ont fo bloudis an vnceallant crier intheeares of the Lozd 
and he will not leaue ſo bilde a thing vnpuniſhed. 


j 


8 * 


8 5 


